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‘What | want to know is,
why do you need to go all
the way over to the other
side of the world to help
people, when there are
plenty of people herein
the U.S. who need help
also? Thisisthe question
that my uncle asked mein
response to my letter of
appeal for financia spon-
sorship for a3-month in-
ternship with the Adonis
Musati Project. Since May,
when | arrived in Cape
Town for the internship,

I’ ve been revisiting this
question and my experi-
ence has provided me with
Some answers.

While working with AMP
I’ ve seen poverty so much
more extreme, and on such
alarger scale than | have
ever seenintheU.S. I've
seen able-bodied and
highly intelligent people
desperate, and struggling
to survive. Every day
spent in the AMP office
has revealed more and
more reasons why | should
be here and helping. But
just recently, as younger
and younger refugee boys
have been coming through
the office, has the severity
of therefugee crisisin
Africa, and the importance
of helping, really hit home.
Asthe boystook a seat in
the office and began re-
counting their life stories

from Zimbabwe and their
journey to Cape Town, my
jaw dropped in disbelief
and | immediately thought
back to my own life and
what | was doing at their
age. At age 15 | was going
to summer camp with my
friends on a beautiful lake
in Wisconsin, whereas
Goldman was orphaned in
Zimbabwe desperately
trying to sell vegetables to
support his younger sister.
Atage 16 | was giggling in
the back of driver'sed
classwith my friends,
while Tafawasaonein
Cape Town, having just
been stabbed by gangsters
and stripped of hisonly
money that would put a
roof over hishead. At age
17 | wastaking pricey
dance classes that my par-
ents had willingly fi-
nanced, while Douglas
was jumping the border
and dodging the bullets of
advancing soldiers. At age
18 | was touring universi-
tieswith my parents, try-
ing to choose one from the
many options | had, while
Christian was living on the
streets outside of home
affairs desperately trying
to get asylum papers.

These are children we are
talking about, who were
forced to make life-
changing decisions, com-
pletely on their own.

These kids have gone
through traumatizing ex-
periences that even an adult
could not imagine going
through. They’ve jumped
from one devastating ex-
perience to the next, and yet
they still persevere. With
the motivation, intelligence,
and determination that I’ ve
seen in them, they would
have had opportunities long
ago, had they been living in
the U.S.

But in reality, these boys
are stuck in acountry that is
till struggling to help its
own people, with a compe-
tition for resources that has
generated a hostile environ-
ment for foreigners. Hav-
ing experienced aworld
with so much inequality,
thisiswhy | came to Cape
Town. Torespondto a
problem that has received
minimal solutions from an
overstretched and indiffer-
ent government. To take
my own experiences from a
privileged lifein the U.S.
and try to provide even a
piece of them to a suffering
refugee child. To gain per-
spective on life, and then
return back to the U.S. and
share with otherswhy it is
so important to help those
on the other side of the
world.

By: Emily Westerlund
AMPINTERN

"...in the midst of migrantsin
search of a better lifethere are
peoplein need of protection: refu-
gees and asylum-seekers, women
and children victims of traffick-
ing...Many move simply to avoid
dying of hunger. When leaving is
not an option but a necessity, this
ismorethan poverty."

~ Antonio Guterres
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The boys move into

Musati house today &
we urgently need:

*beds (pref dbl bunk)
*mattresses & linen
*fridge

*TV

*bakkie transport
Contact Terry 082 940 4806
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OUTING TO AQUARIUM AUGUST 2009

Barbara, AMP office man-
ager and her 2 beautiful
daughters visiting from
Zimbabwe for the school
holidays.

Aquarium August 2009

AMP recently received
NPO status in June 2009
and aswe seethe refugee
needs increasing we realize
we need to partner with as
many organizations and
individuals as we possibly
can in order to reach more
people more effectively.
Richard Astor, renowned

philanthropist, has gener-
ously sponsored the making
of ashort documentary
about The Adonis Musdti
Project by ex-BBC pro-
ducer Anna Telford. Anna
has poured her heart into
making this DVD for usto
use as atool to show others
what refugees are going

through and document
AMP swork. We are so
grateful for this professional
film which will be screened
at our upcoming “Launch”
event in September. Any-
one wishing to find out
more about this event
please contact Gayle.




There are many special peo-
ple we have made friends
with under the bridgesin
the CBD including artists,
poets and writers. One
young man called Misani
writes poetry about his ex-
periences —it helps him deal
with some of the pain. Here
are exerts from 2 of his po-
ems:

“Day, night the wind and

therain

Lifeisbut variations of pain
The skies, with thunder, do
rage and row

The earth, with molten

rock, does from the core
What more isthereto life?
Blistered souls and fanged
strife”

“Listen the songs of the
children,

they bind the spirits of the
waters;

they flood the ears of the
kingdoms

they cry,

with their tears they drown
the cities”
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A pebble cast into a pond causes ripples that spread in all direction. Each one of our thoughts,
words, and deeds is like that. We won't sit down and feel hopeless. There's too much work to do.
- Dorothy Day
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